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Rejection under Section 101 

1. 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claim 35 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim 35, is directed to non-patentable subject matter. The program must be 
stored on a computer readable medium. 
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2. 



Claims Rejected under 102e 2002/0186421 Tachibana 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 3, 8, 16, 18, 23 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Tachibana. 
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With respect to claims 1 and 16, Tachibana teaches a printing system for performing 
the method printing a plurality of sheets, as shown by figure 1 , based on a print setting 
information comprising: an input means 12 for the purposed claimed; a printing means 
5 for the purpose claimed; a storing means 9 for the purposed claim; a control means 6 
for the purpose claimed. Tachibana teaches a discernment of data that has been 
printed at interruption and a control means via 6 that prints based on information that 
has been obtained at the time of interruption. 

With respect to claims 3 and 18, it is inherent in the teaching of Tachibana that 
plurality of image types may be printed. For example, books, fax documents containing 
pictures and text are among the types of documents that are to reproduced by the 
teaching of Tachibana. 

With respect to claims 8 and 23, Tachibana teaches wherein the control means 
includes an examination means (CPU 22) for examine whether said print setup 
information (pointer) has been changed before and after said interrupt. The pointer 
remains in the same place at the interruption and after. 
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With respect to claim 30, Tachibana teaches a reader 12 (digital camera not 
regarded as a distinguishing limitation ) for printing a plurality of sheets based on 
printer setting information comprising: 

An image pickup means (CCD inherent in reader 12); input means (12 and 16) for the 
purposed claimed; an output means (CPU 6) for outputting printer setting information; 
first storing means 9; second storage means 9 and address pointer of memory 9; for 
setting a print information that stores interrupt information concerning the printing 
completed before interruption; and control means CPU 6 for employing a interrupt 
information to resume the printing based on the print setting information. 



With respect to claim 31 , see figure 1 
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3. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 34-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
JP06139031 . 

With respect to claims 34 and 35, the JP061 29031 document teaches a storage 
medium ROM 102/103 for recording a computer readable program for printing a plurality 
of sheets according to a printing setting, wherein the program comprises: 

An input step 1 10,1 1 1 for entering image data that are printed; a printing step 1 12,1 13 
for printing image data; a storage step , via RAM 101 for storing the printing setting 
information; and a control step CPU 109 for controlling the resuming of printing 
operation after an interrupt. 
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With respect to claim 36, JP061 29031 teaches a print control apparatus 100, for 
controlling a printer in order to continuously output an image on a plurality of sheets 
based on print setting information comprising: 

An output means (108, 109) for outputting image data to a printer based on the print 
setting information; storage control means 101 for printing based on the print set 
information after a print interruption and a control means via CPU 109 for employing 
interrupt information stored by said storage control means to resume printing based on 
the printing information. 

4. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or.described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2, 6, 7, 17, 21, 22 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Tachibana. 
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With respect to claims 2 and 17, Tachibana teaches all of the subject matter upon 
which this claim depends. What Tachibana does not provide is a specific teaching that 
the reader is a digital camera. However, to one of ordinary skill in the art, it would have 
been obvious to replace the reader 12 of Tachibana with another reader, such as a 
digital camera, for the purpose of providing the image for printing. Applicant has 
provided no reason that a digital camera is preferred over another reading device and 
hence the use of one reader verses another reader would have been a substitution that 
one of ordinary skill in the art would have known to make. 

With respect to claims 6, 21 and 32, Tachibana teaches all of the subject matter 
upon which the claim depends except for a specific teaching that a battery power 
source is used. 

The use of a battery power source would have been contemplated by one of ordinary 
skill in the art as a means for making the printing device a portable device in that the 
power would not have to be obtained from an AC line. To one of ordinary skill in the art, 
it would have been obvious to replace the AC power source, inferred by the teaching of 
Tachibana, with a battery power source, to provide alternative power to the printer so 
that it may be used in a mobile environment. 
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With respect to claims 7 and 22, Tachibana teaches wherein the interruption 
information is recorded in a non-volatile memory (buffer9) provided by the reader 12 
(which may be a digital camera). See paragraph 54. 



5. Claims 15 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Tachibana in view of JP061 39031 . 

With respect to claims 15 and 29, Tachibana teaches all of the subject matter upon 
which the claim depends except that it does not provide a teaching for discharging the 
recording sheet when the job has been determined to be interrupted. 

The JP061 39031 document teaches that the interrupted job is discharged. It would 
have been obvious to modify CPU 22 of Tachibana with the instructions of CPU 109 of 
the JP06139031 device in order to control a discharge of the recording sheet if it has 
been determined that the job has been interrupted, as is taught by JP061 29031 . 
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Claims Objected to as Containing Allowable Matter 



Claims 4, 5, 9-14, 19, 20, 24-28, 33objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jerome Grant II whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7463. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs. from 9:00 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore, can be reached on 571-272-7437. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center jE£Gfat 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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